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worthy Christians in the humble homes of India, just as I could tell of them among the humble homes of the villages and glens of my own land.
I have referred to the righteous principle of Government neutrality in regard to religion. It is a principle which has ruled my conduct, I most earnestly believe, throughout all my service in India. I have never, consciously favoured Christian or Hindu or Muhammadan for his creed., and I have never used my official influence in any way to undermine or change the faith of any man. But I have never regarded the principle of neutrality as involving indifference or opposition to religion. Early in my service I had definitely to face this question,
I was stationed in a District where there was one solitary European missionary. He had a service every Sunday morning in the Mission Church, which was attended by Europeans, Eurasians, and a few Indian Christians. Some non-Christian Indians also attended, because they liked to hear the missionary telling the story of Divine Love. I attended the service regularly. The missionary had to go out on tour to preach in the villages. This necessitated Ms absence for a Sunday or two, and he asked me to conduct the service, I complied with Ms request.
My superior, the Collector (or, as we called him in that Province, the Deputy Commissioner., an upright English gentleman) informed me that, as Indians attended the service, it was incompatible with my duty to Government to conduct it, especially as some of these were Hindus, and he requested me to cease from taking any part in the service. I told Mm that I could not accept his view of my duty, and that if he wished to press it, I should like the matter referred to the Local Government. He very courteously and kindly agreed to refer it " demi-officially." The reply was that so long as I merely took part in a Christian service in a place to which no one was compelled to come, and did not force my views on the attention of the people, there could be no objection on the part of Government. I never had any trouble again in this connection.
There are some who seem to forget that the people of India